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Texas Senate Completes Legislative “Tour de Force” By Passing 18 Major Bills 

Lion share of Governor Abbott’s and Lt. Governor Patrick’s conservative priorities passed in just 3 days 
 

AUSTIN – The Texas Senate, led by Lt. Governor Dan Patrick, has completed a legislative “tour de force” and 
passed eighteen major pieces of legislation is just three days.  This is in addition to the sunset legislation that the 
Texas Senate previously passed, totaling 20 bills for the special session. 
 

“The Texas Senate showed up to work and voted, just as all Texans expect their elected representatives to 
do,” said Texas Senate Republican Caucus Chair Paul Bettencourt (R-Houston).  “The members of the Senate 
Republican Caucus rose to the occasion to pass conservative solutions to Texas’ challenges for their 
constituents.” 
 

In addition to previously passed legislation, the Texas Senate passed these additional bills on Wednesday: 
 

Senate Bill 4   -  Expanding Prohibition of Taxpayers Dollars for Abortion Procedures 
Senate Bill 5   -  Preventing Mail-In Ballot Fraud 
Senate Bill 6   -  Ending Forced Annexation 
Senate Bill 8   -  No Texan Will be Forced to Pay For Anyone’s Abortion Insurance 
Senate Bill 13 -  Speeding up the Local Government Permitting Process 
Senate Bill 14 -  Preventing Cities from Regulatory Overreach on Trees 
Senate Bill 15 -  Making all Texting and Mobile Device Use Regulations Uniform 

 

Senator Charles Schwertner (R-Georgetown): “It’s time we put an end to taxpayer funded abortion in Texas. 
The people of Texas have made it clear that they don’t want their hard-earned tax dollars used to fund 
abortion providers like Planned Parenthood…regardless of whether those dollars are collected at the state, 
local, or federal level.  The members of the Texas Senate sent a clear message that public taxpayer resources 
will not be used to support abortion in any way, shape, or form.” 
 

Senator Bob Hall (R-Edgewood): “The tree bill is a victory for property rights and individual liberty.” 
 

Senator Konni Burton (R-Colleyville): “Now people will spend more money on their ideas and dreams and less 
on government red tape.” 
 

Senator Larry Taylor (R-Friendswood): “The special session has been an opportunity to continue to work 
on important education issues like TRS and school finance.” 
 

Senator Don Huffines (R-Dallas): “It has been a glorious week for the Republican Caucus as we promote 
liberty, prosperity, and virtue.” 
 

“Due to the hard work of the Texas Senate, never in the history of the Texas has so much major 
legislation passed in such a short period of time,” concluded Chairman Bettencourt.  “I believe Lt. 
Governor Patrick is right when he says he also believes this has never happened in any other legislature, 
to his knowledge.”   
 

This “legislative tour de force” now heads to the Texas House where they have only 20 more days to be passed.  
This underscores a major reason why the Texas Senate took action as quickly as possible on the special session 
legislative priorities.  
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